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PRELUDE                                  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

P:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give 

thanks for the gift of baptism  

 

P:  We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us 
new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy    

 

P:  We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 

grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like 

streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers.  

 

P:  Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  Clothe 

us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our 

journey as we share your life.  

 
P:  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleans our hearts.  Shower us with 

life.  

 

P:  To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 

God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
 

Hymn    

 

Greeting 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray…Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection.  By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the 

power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and LORD, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

First Lesson:  Acts 4:32-35 

 

Psalm 133      
1How good and how pleasant it is, 

 when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 

 upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of 

his robe.    
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for-  

evermore.    
  

Second Lesson:  1 John 1:1—2:2 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
The Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 

The Gospel of the LORD. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon 

 

Hymn    

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

 heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one LORD, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

 from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 

 were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
 from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

 incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
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 he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

 rose  again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

 of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

 living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the LORD, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
 glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

 the world to come. Amen 

 

The Prayers   Response: Your mercy in great. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer     
 

Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

      as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever. Amen 

 

Holy Communion 

 

BLESSING 

The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you 

     and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer  

Let us pray…Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 

gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send 

us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 

all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love 

the risen Lord Jesus. 

 

The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn    

 

Dismissal   

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  

         

 

Liturgical music reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg-

Fortress, license #15175-L.   All rights reserved. Psalm 133 is reprinted from Psalter for Worship Year B 
copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. Copying of any music in this bulletin prohibited without written 

permission.  

 

WELCOME TO ALL IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST! 
We especially welcome those who are visiting.  We invite you to sign our guest 
register in the narthex. Blank envelopes in the pews are for visitors. 
“God’s purpose for St. Paul’s Lutheran Blue” Church is to spread the Good 
News of Christ’s love for all people in the Southern Lehigh community and 
beyond.” –Blue Church Mission Statement, adopted 2012 

 
THE DAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR….SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the 
mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John.  
Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the 
Spirit on us.  With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded 
self in the broken bread.  From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no 
one among us is in need. 
ABOUT THE SCRIPTURE READINGS….. 

 ACTS 4:32-35:  While the apostles testified to others about the 
resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they owned 
or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.             
 1 JOHN 1:1—2-2: The opening of this letter serves as a reality check.  
The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin.  God cleanses 
us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship 
with Christ and walk in God’s light.  .   



JOHN 20:19-31: The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord 
appears to his disciples.  His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who 
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY:  My Lord and my God.  (John 20:28) 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK:  Risen Christ, you come to us in your 

word, the sacraments of your love, and the community of faith.  
Open our eyes to see your presence.  Amen. 

 
BLUE CHURCH PRAYS FOR…Cliff Benner, Sandra Denora, 
Bill Exner, Dr. Roger Fischer, Ron Fried, Ann Greensweig, 
Walt Lehr, Ken Ortwein, Candace Robinson, Jerry Smith, Sue 
Storat, Daron     
Other concerns: 
Note: This is a short-term list, for those who are in “acute care” situations—
hospitalized or in recovery, dying, facing the recent death of a loved one, or 
presently facing a severe life crisis.  The names of those for whom we pray 
will be kept on the list for one month.  If you wish to have them placed back 
on the list please contact the church office.  

 
LEADING OUR WORSHIP 

CELEBRANT   The Rev. James Hammond     

ORGANIST   Dr. Jennifer Dodd 
ASSISTING MINISTER Ron Fried 

LECTOR   Scouts 

GREETERS                           Ron & Carol Stoudt    

CHURCH COUNCIL REP Deb Stover    

 
WEEKLY GIFTS, PRESENTED TO THE GLORY OF GOD: 

ALTAR FLOWERS…by Anne Nichols in memory of Anna F. 
Francis. 
BULLETINS…by Roger & Edie Knappenberger in memory of 
Hattie E. Smith. 
SANCTUARY LAMP…by Bill & Kathy Exner in memory of 
Loved Ones.   
COMMUNION WINE & BREAD…by Ron & Carol Stoudt 

 
LOOKING AHEAD 

MON. APRIL 12 – 7  PM  Church Council Meeting. 

THUR. APRIL 15 – 6:30 7:30 PM Cub Pack #364 Mtg.     
SUN. APRIL 18 – 10:30 AM  3rd Sunday of Easter. 

 
 
 

THANKS TO ALL THE SCOUTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
WORSHIP TODAY. 

 
BETTY LOU’S PANTRY is looking for two volunteers to pick up 
the bread from Giant and Fresh Market on the two Saturdays of 
the month.  We currently have two couples who pick up the 
bread, one does one day, the other does the other day.  The one 
couple will be moving out of the area and suggested a 
replacement will be needed.  They go to Giant at 8:00 and bring 
that to the pantry and then go to Fresh Market.  Total time is 
around an hour.  No super heavy lifting. If you can help contact 
Debbie Stover at 484-437-3831.  Thank you. 

 
SPONSOR CHARTS…There are still many open dates on the 
charts to sponsor the weekly gifts to the church – Bulletins, 
Sanctuary Lamp Candle, Wine & Bread, etc.  Your sponsorship 
helps defray the costs of these items.  Simply sign the chart and 
a payment envelope will be sent to you the week of your 
sponsorship. 

 
If you have an email address, please notify the church office 
so it can be added to the group list and you can be included 
when church information is sent out. 

 

 



LESSONS 

 

Acts 4:32-35 – 1 Lesson 

32 Now the whole group of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in 
common. 33With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 34There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 

1 John 1:1-2:2 – 2nd Lesson 

1We declare to you what was from the 

beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life— 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it 
and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal 
life that was with the Father and was revealed to 
us— 3we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing 
these things so that our* joy may be complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him 
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but 
if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, 
he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 

2My little children, I am writing these things to 

you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 

John 20:19-31 - Gospel 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day 
of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
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Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin*), one 
of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have 
seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas 
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you 
may come to believe* that Jesus is the 
Messiah,* the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran “Blue” Church 
Prayers   Second Sunday of Easter      

April 11, 2021 

 
A: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us 

and answer in steadfast love, responding, 
 “Your mercy is great.” 

 
A brief silence 

A: You shower your church with grace, O God.  Unite the 

whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies to 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love.  

Hear us, O God.  
 “Your mercy is great.” 

 

A: You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore.  Like dew 
upon the mountains, refresh your creation.  Restore 
waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture 

to parched land.  Give your whole creation the promise of 
new life.  Hear us, O God. 

 “Your mercy is great.” 
 
A: You direct the nations, O God.  Guide all in authority, 

that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love.  
Defeat in us our impulse to war.  Bestow the peace of 
Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the 

Holy Spirit.  Hear us, O God. 
 “Your mercy is great.” 

 
A: You place within the heart of the church a spirit of 
sharing.  Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that 

we provide for the need of others. Announce your peace to 
those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid.  Today 

we pray especially for:  Clifford, Sandra, Bill, Roger, Ron, 
Ann, Walt, Ken, Candace, Jerry, Sue, Daron, and everyone 
who has asked for our prayers or known only to the Lord.   

Hear us, O God.  “Your mercy is great.” 
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A: You give us fellowship with one another in Blue 
Church.  Shine the light of the risen Christ in our life 

together, so that we live in love for one another and our 
joy may be complete.  Hear us, O God.    

 “Your mercy is great. 
 
A: You share the gift of eternal life.  In thanksgiving and 

remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who 
now live in endless joy.  Unite us with them in 
resurrection hope.  Hear us, O God.  

“Your mercy is great.”  
 

 
Pastor:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our 
prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 


