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Ash Wednesday—March 6, 2019
The Ash Wednesday liturgy reflects the austerity of the Lenten season. All that is nonessential, all that is elaborate is removed as a visible sign of our repentance and our
return to the mercy and love of God. We wear ashes as an outward and public sign of
that repentance. This marks the beginning of a penitential discipline which continues
throughout the season of Lent.
The service begins with a time of silence for reflection.

Hymn #327 – “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”
Psalm 51 Spoken responsively
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out| my offenses.
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your
sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your
judgment.
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother's womb.
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean| heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
11Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
13Let me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
15O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

16For

you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.
Invitation to the Lenten Discipline
Pastor: Friends in Christ, every year at the time of our LORD
Jesus Christ’s Passover from death to life, with the Church
throughout the world, we celebrate our redemption from sin, death,
and the devil. Lent is a time to renew our life in the Paschal mystery
of Jesus’ death and resurrection, in which we participate through the
sacramental life of the Church. It is also a time to prepare
candidates for baptism.
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for
repentance and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the
gospel of Jesus Christ. We show our resolve to amend our lives with
the sign of ashes, which speak of our mortality and symbolize our
repentance.
I invite you, therefore, to observe a holy Lent, committing
yourselves to self-examination and penitence, prayer and fasting,
almsgiving and works of love; and to attend to the Word of God and
receive the Sacraments of Christ as we journey through these forty
days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

The Confession The congregation may kneel or sit
P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
C: have mercy on us.
P: For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and
gentleness:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.
P: For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at
rest with ourselves:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.
P: For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see
the image of God in others:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

P: For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries
that create strife and warfare:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

Second Lesson:

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

The Lenten Verse

P: For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness
with the fruits of creation:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.
P: For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.
P: For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the
gifts of love and grace:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

The Gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O LORD.
The Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
After the Gospel reading:

The Imposition of Ashes
Those who desire to receive ashes are invited to come forward to the communion rail.
The congregation may meditate on Psalm 90 as the ashes are imposed.
After all return to their places, the congregation stands for the conclusion of the
confession:

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit
God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim the mighty acts
of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. As
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: The Gospel of the LORD.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon
Hymn of the Day #319 “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”
The Prayers

Response: “Your mercy is great”

The Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
A: And also with you.
Offering

“Without the Cross” – Kyle Hill

Offertory “Create in Me”
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you
have made and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create
in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins,
we obtain from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and
forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our LORD, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Lesson:

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

ELW #186

Offertory Prayer
P: LORD God,
C: receive these gifts we bring as a sign of our penitence
and loving service. Through this Eucharist, free us from
sins and make us an acceptable offering to you. We ask
this through Jesus Christ our LORD. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Holy Communion - #608
Calling”

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is

Blessing
P: The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Pastor prays the Eucharistic prayer. The congregation joins in the Lord’s Prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Lamb of God

Prayer
P: LORD God, in your mercy, give grace to us who have received this
Most Blessed Sacrament that our Lenten penance may give you
glory and bring us pardon and salvation. Grant this through
Jesus Christ our LORD. Amen.
Benediction
P: Almighty God, Father,
forever. Amen.

 Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and

Hymn #326 “Bless Now, O God, The Journey”
Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Congregation departs in silence.


Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return

