ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN “BLUE” CHURCH
5900 Applebutter Hill Rd. Coopersburg, Pa 18036
610-965-9500 e-mail: bluechch@ptd.net Website: stpaulscoopersburg.com
Pastor: Rev. James R. Hammond 610-437-1960; jjtrev1@verizon.net
Second Sunday of Advent  December 10, 2017
Prelude – “Savior of the Nations, Come” – Douglas Wagner

P: Our enemies mock us.
C: How long, O Lord?
P: How long, O Lord, until you restore us?
C: Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
Second candle is lit.

Hymn #789 “Savior, like a shepherd lead us” (Stanza 2)

Announcements

Prayer of the Day
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who comes to wake us from
sleep, who leads us into the light of grace. Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God
and neighbor.
Silence for reflection

God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign
among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor
of justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us
wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will
endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In  Jesus Christ
your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this
good news! Amen.

Hymn #264

“Prepare the Royal Highway”

Advent Candle Liturgy & Lighting 2nd Candle
P: O Lord God of hosts, will you always be angry?
C: How long, O Lord?
P: Will you turn and hear our prayers?
C: How long, O Lord?
P: You feed us with the bread of tears.
C: How long, O Lord?
P: We drink tears day and night.
C: How long, O Lord?
P: Our friends revile us.
C: How long, O Lord?

Let us pray…Stir up our hearts, LORD God, to prepare the way of
your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with
purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and LORD, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Lesson:

Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Psalm Tone #6

1You

have been gracious to your | land, O LORD;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out | all their sins.
8I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying,
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and peace shall prepare for | God a pathway.

Second Lesson:

2 Peter 3:8-15a

Verse

Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray…Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in
us. Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new and our
lives reveal your light. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st Chapter.

The Holy Gospel:

Mark 1:1-8

The Gospel of the LORD.

It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join
unending hymn:

Sermon
Hymn #255
The Prayers

“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”
Response : hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering “Do you Hear What I Hear?” – Harry Simeone
Offertory Response #884
Praise
praise
praise
praise

God, from whom all blessings flow,
him, all creatures here below;
him above, ye heav’nly host;
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Eucharistic Prayer

The pastor offers the prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Prayer
A: Let us pray…God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken
bread and the cup we share. Make us ready always to welcome
Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the
world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Benediction
P: May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter
the darkness from before your path. Almighty God, Father,  Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Holy Communion

Hymn #250 “Blessed Be the God of Israel”

P: Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of
salvation.

Dismissal

Lamb of God

A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Good Christian Men, Rejoice!” – Robert

Thygerson

Liturgical music reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978. Used by permission of AugsburgFortress, license #15175-L. All rights reserved. Copying of any music in this bulletin prohibited without
written permission. Psalm 85 is reprinted from Psalter for Worship Year B copyright 2008 Augsburg
Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

WELCOME TO ALL IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
We especially welcome those who are visiting. We invite you to sign our guest
register in the narthex. Blank envelopes in the pews are for visitors.
“God’s purpose for St. Paul’s Lutheran Blue” Church is to spread the Good
News of Christ’s love for all people in the Southern Lehigh community and
beyond.” –Blue Church Mission Statement, adopted 2012

Holy Communion
Hymn #263

“Savior of the Nations, Come”

Blessing
The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE DAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ABOUT THE SCRIPTURE READINGS…..John called people to repent, to clear
the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing would get in the way
of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical
call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise
that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be
heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is
coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in
a world in need of justice and peace.
ISAIAH 40:1-11: In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that
the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. The Lord will deliver Israel and will
care for her as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This word can be trusted,
because the only enduring reality in life is the word of the Lord.

2 PETER 3:8-15A: This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding
the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns that could arise over its
apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the
promise coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
MARK 1:1-8: The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth
but with the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the
Lord.

BLUE CHURCH PRAYS FOR…..Sick/Recovering: Anthony
Abate, Clifford Benner, Joyce Christman, Viletta
Schantzenbach, Shannon Silliman, Shane, Kevin
Note: This is a short-term list, for those who are in “acute care” situations—hospitalized
or in recovery, dying, facing the recent death of a loved one, or presently facing a severe
life crisis. The names of persons for whom we pray will be kept on the list for one
month. If you wish to have them placed back on the list please contact the church
office.
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TODAY:
9 AM Choir Rehearsal at Blue Church.
9:30 – 10:15 AM Christian Education.
10:30 AM Worship
MON.:
5 – 6 PM Daisy Troop Meeting
6:30 – 7:45 PM Juniors Meeting
7 PM Church Council Meeting.
WED.:
9 AM Quilting at Blue Church.
7 PM Mission Possible Rehearsal.
THURS.:
6:30 PM Den Meeting.
SAT.:
4:00 PM ST, LUCIA FEST.
NEXT SUN.: 9 AM Choir Rehearsal.
9:30 AM – 10:15 AM Christian Education at Blue
Church.

C OMING EVENTS – mark your calendar!
DEC. 11 – 7 PM Church Council Meeting.
SAT. DEC. 16 – 4:00 PM ST. LUCIA FEST AT BLUE
CHURCH. (SNOW DATE – SUN. DEC. 17)
DEC. 24TH -Christmas Eve – 6 PM and 9 PM
Candlelight Worship.
JAN. 21ST – Annual Congregational Meeting.
JAN. 28, 2018 – “MISSION POSSIBLE” STEWARDSHIP
LUNCHEON THEATER More information to follow.
DONATIONS OF COOKIES would be appreciated for the
St. Lucia Festival on Saturday, December 16th.
THE COAT DRIVE IS UNDER WAY. Don’t throw out your
old coats. Blue Church is collecting gently used coats to
help those who can use them for the upcoming winter
season. The collection of coats will continue through the
Christmas season. You can bring in coats for drop off in
the bin in the narthex.
THE CHARTS TO SPONSOR THE ALTAR FLOWERS,
BULLETINS, SANCTUARY LAMP AND THE WINE &
COMMUNION BREAD FOR 2018 ARE ON THE BULLETIN
BOARDS IN THE NARTHEX. Simply fill in the date on the
appropriate chart that you would like to sponsor (in memory
of/in honor of, etc.) and an envelope will be sent to you prior to
that week for your payment. Altar Flowers - $25.00; Bulletins $15.00; Sanctuary Lamp -$4.00; Monthly Communion Wine &
Bread - $20.00.
WE REMEMBER THIS WEEK…

