ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN “BLUE” CHURCH
5900 Applebutter Hill Rd. Coopersburg, Pa 18036
610-965-9500 e-mail: bluechch@ptd.net Website: stpaulscoopersburg.com
Pastor: Rev. James Hammond 610-437-1960; jjtrev1@verizon.net
Blue Church Cemetery – 484-201-5048; e-mail: bluechurchcemetery@gmail.com
First Sunday of Advent  December 2, 2018
Prelude – “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – Hugh
Livingston, Jr.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity  one God, the LORD of Israel who comes
to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the
Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray…Stir up your power, LORD Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our
sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Lesson:
Psalm 25:1-10

Let us come before God in confession.

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Sung responsively

(Tone 3)

Silence for reflection

To you, O God,
We lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we
confess our sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us
with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us your
paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your
goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of
salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away
in the name of  Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to
serve. Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.
Amen.

Hymn #254 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Advent Wreath Blessing & Lighting 1st Candle
P: Lord Jesus, we do not lack any spiritual gift as we wait for your
coming.
C: Keep us awake and help us use our gifts to serve those
who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy. Amen.
First candle is lit.

Hymn #244 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

(stanza 1)

To | you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.
Second Lesson:

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Verse

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st Chapter.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the LORD, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers

Response: “hear our prayer”

Sharing of the Peace
Holy Gospel:

Luke 21:25-36

P: The Gospel of the LORD.

The peace of the LORD be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering – “O Come, Emmanuel” – Don Besig
Offering is gathered for the poor and those with needs in our community and world.

Offertory Response #884
Sermon
Hymn #246 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!”
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one LORD, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.

Praise
praise
praise
praise

God, from whom all blessings flow,
him, all creatures here below;
him above, ye heav’nly host;
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray…God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as
we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son,
our Savior and LORD. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Lamb of God

It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join
unending hymn:

Holy COMMUNION
HYMN #490 - “LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE”

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer
Eucharistic Prayer
The pastor offers the prayer. The congregation joins in praying the LORD’s Prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Holy Communion
God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the LORD
is good.

A: Let us pray…Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and
cup we have feasted again on your endless love. Let that love overflow
more and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare
your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your
eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Benediction
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one
another and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of
our LORD Jesus. Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you now and forever. Amen.

Hymn #248 “People, Look East”
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude – “Voluntary on ‘Come, Thou Long Expected
Jesus’” – Grimoaldo Macchia
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WELCOME TO ALL IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST! We
especially welcome those who are visiting. We invite you to sign our guest
register in the narthex.
“Gods purpose for St. Paul’s Lutheran “Blue” Church is to spread the Good
News of Christ’s love for all people in the Southern Lehigh community and
beyond.”
—Mission Statement adopted, February 2012
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: ABOUT THE SCRIPTURE
READINGS…..Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always
lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated
enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients
anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians
awaited “the coming of our LORD Jesus with all the saints.” Our LORD’S
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With
them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a
second coming and the advent of our LORD in word and supper.
JEREMIAH 33:14-16: In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do
with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing
Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future
name—“The LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that the Lord is even now
working salvation for Israel.
1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13: Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at
Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from
his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of
this growing church.
LUKE 21:25-36: God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs
of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity,
confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly
and receive God’s promised redemption.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY: Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach
me your wisdom.
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: God of love, strengthen our hearts in
holiness. Prepare us to meet the LORD Jesus when he comes again
with all his saints. Amen.
PLEASE NOTE: - For those people wishing to take Holy Communion
without wine, there are four cups in the center of the Communion
tray with grape juice.

BLUE CHURCH PRAYS FOR…..Sick/Recovering: Robert Fulford,
Joel Hammond, Hattie Smith, Maureen Swanson, Irmi, Dan, Deb
Note: This is a short-term list, for those who are in “acute care”
situations—hospitalized or in recovery, dying, facing the recent death of
a loved one, or presently facing a severe life crisis. The names of those
for whom we pray will be kept on the list for one month. If you wish to
have them placed back on the list please contact the church office.
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CONGREGATIONAL BULLETIN BOARD
TODAY:
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal.
9:30 AM Christian Education.
10:30 AM Worship.
WED.:
9 AM Quilting.
NEXT SUN.: 9 AM Choir Rehearsal.
9:30 AM Christian Education.
10:30 AM WORSHIP – 2nd Sunday in Advent.
C OMING EVENTS – mark your calendar!
DEC. 10 – 7 PM – Church Council Meeting.
DEC. 15 – 4 PM St. Lucia Fest Program at Blue Church.
(Snow Date – Dec. 16)

WEEKLY GIFTS, PRESENTED TO THE GLORY OF GOD:
ALTAR FLOWERS…by Sandra Denora and Genie Mattson in
memory of Loved Ones.
SANCTUARY LAMP…by Bill and Kathy Exner.
COMMUNION BREAD & WINE…by Roger and Edie
Knappenberger
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR BETTY LOU’S PANTRY
DISTRIBUTION TWO SATURDAYS IN DECEMBER. They are
December 8th and December 22nd from 8:30 AM – 11:30 AM. A
sign-up sheet is on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex.

THE COAT DRIVE IS ONCE AGAIN UNDER WAY. Don’t
throw out your old coats. Blue Church is collecting gently
used coats to help those who can use them for the upcoming
winter season. The collection of coats will continue through
the Christmas season. You can bring in coats for drop off in
the bin in the narthex.

ST. PAUL’S BLUE CHURCH invites you to the Lucia Fest, a
Swedish pageant of music and candlelight on Sunday,
December 15th at 4:00 PM. Please join Lucia and her
Attendants, Star Children, and Tomtegubbar (elves) in
celebrating this Scandinavian holiday tradition.
After the pageant, light refreshments will be served.

Blue Church is responsible for providing Betty Lou’s Pantry
with 80 bottles of laundry detergent for the month of
December (our church’s month to serve the pantry). The
Pantry does not supply laundry detergent. Thanks to your
generosity we have collected 72 bottles toward our goal
so far.

The Sheets to sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins, the
Sanctuary Candle, and the monthly Communion Wine for
2019 are on the bulletin boards in the Narthex. Please
make sure to sign the appropriate chart.

THIS IS THE LAST SUNDAY TO BRING YOUR ITEMS FOR
THE LEHIGH MISSION DISTRICT CHRISTMAS
INGATHERING. Please remember to bring your individual
wrapped gifts for names that you chose so they can be
distributed.
As in the past, we are now accepting monetary
contributions for Christmas for a family or families in the
Southern Lehigh community through Betty Lou’s Food
Pantry. Contributions will be accepted until Sunday,
December 2, 2018.
If you would like credit for your monetary contribution at Blue
Church, be sure to write your name on the front of the
envelope. The envelopes are located on the table in the
narthex next to a basket in which to place your
contribution. Let’s help make this family’s holidays a joyous
one. We thank you again for your support. Christian Action
Team.
BLUE CHURCH BAKERS – Donations of cookies are desired
for the St. Lucia Fest Program at Blue Church on Sunday,
December 15th.
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – The sign-up charts are on the
bulletin boards in the Narthex to sponsor poinsettias to adorn
the altar area at Christmas. Please make checks payable to
St. Paul’s Lutheran (Blue) Church.

HELP BLUE CHURCH BY SHOPPING AT AmazonSmile. Each time
you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the amount of the purchase.
Each quarter Blue Church will then receive a check. Before
shopping simply select ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

COOPERSBURG PA as your charitable choice to receive
your donation.
Narthex.

Pick up an information sheet on the table in the

Stewardship Snippet
Dec. 2, 2018 (1St Sunday of Advent,)
Psalm 25:4 – Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your
paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; for you I wait all day long.
The First Sunday of Advent’s theme is hope. Christians find our hope in
God. We hunger for God and ask for guidance and strength to live fully
as steward/disciples.
Please consider the Simply Giving Program in your
stewardship giving to the Church. The program offers a
secure electronic payment solution that allows you to
make regular offerings. Sign up is easy. Simply fill out a
form located in the narthex and return it to the church
office. Any questions, contact Kathy Exner.

