

December 24, 2018—6 PM
Prelude: Choir Anthem: “He is Born!” – Ed Kee

“Silent Night” – violin solo by Abigail Dodd
Announcements

Blessing of the Christmas tree
God our creator, we praise you for this Christmas tree, gift of the
earth and sign of your evergreen presence. As we illumine this tree,
let your blessing come upon us. Send us your Son, the tender
branch of Jesse, who brings us light and life. May we who stand in
its light eagerly welcome the true Light that never fades. All glory be
yours now and forever. Amen.

Hymn #283

“Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”

Blessing of the Nativity
P: O LORD our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds,
and the animals in the stable, we gather around your Son, born for
us. Bless us with your holy presence, and inspire us to help those
who have no place to dwell. Be with us that we might share
Christ’s love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation.
Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. Amen.

Isaiah 9:2-7

P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the
light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness
of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
LBW Tone 1

Titus 2:11-14

Sing to the LORD | a new song;*
sing to the LORD, all | the whole earth.
2 Sing to the LORD and | bless his name;* proclaim the good
news of his salvation from | day to day.

Silence follows the reading

Response: Hymn #275 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
(v. 1 only)

Reading:

St. Luke 2:1-20

Silence follows the reading

Children’s Sermon
Response: Hymn #282 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
Prayers of the People:

1

Silence follows the reading

(v. 1 only)

Reading:

Prayer of the Day

Sung responsively

Reading:

Response: Hymn #254 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Hymn #277 “Away in a Manger”

Psalm 96

Declare his glory a- | mong the nations*
and his wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised;*
he is more to be feared | than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;*
but it is the LORD who | made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence | of his presence!*
Oh, the power and the splendor of his | sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples;*
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor | due his name;*
bring offerings and come in- | to his courts.
9 Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;*
let the whole earth trem- | ble before him.
10 Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king!*
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peo- | ples with equity."
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all | that is in it;*
let the field be joyful and all that | is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD | when he comes,*
when he comes to | judge the earth.
3

Christmas Family Vespers 

Response “Your mercy is

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

great.”

Offering – “O Holy Night” - Solo – Ron Fried

Eucharistic Prayer—prayed by the

Offertory Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Holy God,
C: your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows
from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love
come among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry
and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Holy Communion
P: Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and be
glad!

The Holy Communion Hymns: #279, #296, #277, #270
Blessing
P: The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

Lighting of Hand Candles
P: It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

The pastor takes a large candle and lights it from the altar candle. The
acolytes light their candles from the pastor’s candle, then light the
candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is
never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to another.
The choir anthem is sung while the candles are being lit.

Christmas Gospel: St. John 1:1-5, 14
Hymn #281

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

Blessing and Benediction
P: God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born
for you, and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you,  bless you and
keep you in hope and peace. Amen.

Hymn #267

“Joy to the World”

Postlude: “Joy to the World Medley”– Carol Tornquist







PLEASE NOTE: - For those people wishing to take Holy
Communion without wine, there are four cups in the center of
the Communion tray with grape juice.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who helped to
decorate the church for the Christmas season.
THANKS TO OUR INSTRUMENTALISTS AND
MUSICIANS THIS EVENING. Blue Church especially
thanks our resident musician, Dr. Jennifer Dodd, Tim
Andrews, Joe Cline, Greg Storat, Abigail Dodd, Ron Fried,
and our choir, for leading us in song and praise tonight
and throughout the year. Gloria in Excelsis Deo!
Worship next weekend, Christmas 1:
Sunday, December 30, 10:30 AM

May the twelve days of Christmas be a season of joy and
renewal in spirit for you, and may the coming Epiphany of
our Lord be a time when the radiance of Christ shines
brightly upon our broken world as we await the promised
return of our Savior Jesus Christ to redeem us all.
Blessed Christmas!

Thanks to the following people who sponsored the
poinsettia that adorn the altar area this
Christmas:
ANNE NICHOLS
SANDRA DENORA
GENIE MATTSON
OLESKOWITZ FAMILY
SUE STORAT
CAROL & RON STOUDT
PASTOR JIM
PAULA & MIKE CLARK

