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Pastor: Rev. James R. Hammond 610-437-1960; jjtrev1@verizon.net
Transfiguration of Our Lord  February 11, 2018
Prelude – “Praise Him! Praise Him!” – Lyndell Leatherman
Announcements
The Pastor leads from the baptismal font

Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity,  one God, the fountain of living
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood, you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery
into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our LORD
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn #314 “Arise, Your Light Has Come”
Greeting
P: The boundless grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the wisdom of
God, and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Gloria in Excelsis

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th Chapter.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth
shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by
your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson
Psalm 50:1-6

Holy Gospel:

Mark 9:2-9

P: The Gospel of the LORD.

2 kings 2:1-12
Sung responsively

ELW tone #10

Sermon
Hymn #315 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”
As the hymn is sung, the candidates, sponsors, and parents gather at the font.

1The

mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
3Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging
storm.
4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
5"Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with
sacrifice."
6The heavens declare the rightness | of God's cause,
for it is God | who is judge.

Second Lesson
Verse

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The Service of Baptism & Baptismal Affirmation
The Pastor addresses the assembly

P: In baptism God frees us from sin and death by uniting us to the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Through water and the Holy
Spirit we are reborn children of God, we are made members of the
Church, the body of Christ, and we are commissioned for Christ’s
ministry of justice and peace.
The Pastor addresses the parents

P: Trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
child baptized?
R: We do.
P: As you present Rebecca Kay Oleskowitz for baptism, you are
entrusted with gifts and responsibilities: to live with her among God’s
faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, and
nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world
God made, and work for justice and peace among all people. Parents,
do you promise to help Rebecca grow in the Christian faith and life?
R: We do.
The Pastor addresses the assembly

P: People of God, do you promise to support Rebecca and pray for her
in her new life in Christ?
C: We do.

The Pastor addresses the parents

Water is poured three times in the name of the Triune God

P: I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ, and confess
the faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces
that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and
the ways of sin that draw you from God?
R: We do.

P: Rebecca Kay Oleskowitz, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
C: Blessed be God, the source of all life, the Word of Salvation,
the Spirit of mercy.
The Pastor prays for the gift of the Holy Spirit

The Pastor addresses the assembly

P: With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our LORD.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
The Pastor begins the thanksgiving
P: The LORD be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P: Let us pray…We give you thanks, O God, that through water and
the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, wash
them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Rebecca with
the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of
the LORD, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
The Pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the newly baptized

P: Rebecca Kay, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.
A lighted candle is given to the sponsors on behalf of the newly baptized

A: Walk in the faith of Christ crucified and risen.
Shine with the light of Christ.
A: Through baptism you have been received into the household of
God, entrusted with the good news of Jesus Christ,
and strengthened to serve by the holy and life-giving Spirit.
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we
share. Join us as we give praise to God and bear God’s
creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

The Prayers

Response: “Have Mercy, O God.”

Sharing of the Peace
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the
flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son
was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the
power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those
who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To
you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our LORD, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering – “Come Now and Praise His Name” – Jeff
Lippencott

Offertory Response #884
Praise
praise
praise
praise

God, from whom all blessings flow,
him, all creatures here below;
him above, ye heav’nly host;
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray…Holy Father,
on the mount of the Transfiguration, the disciples offered your
Son their worship and praise. Accept, now, these gifts which
we bring to the honor and glory of your Beloved Son, Jesus
Christ our LORD. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The pastor offers the prayer. The congregation joins in praying the LORD’s Prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Holy Communion
P: We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Come. Be filled with light and life.

Lamb of God

P: It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Holy COMMUNION - #838 “BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR”
BLESSING
P: The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer

Eucharistic Prayer

A: Let us pray…Heavenly Father, you revealed the true radiance of
your Son in the glory of His Transfiguration. Give us the grace and
vision to behold our LORD in the food we receive from heaven;
through Jesus Christ our LORD. Amen.

Benediction
P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and
shine brightly on your path; and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn #867

“In Thee is Gladness”

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude – “To the Glory of God” – Gerald Peterson



Liturgical music reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978. Used by permission of
Augsburg-Fortress, license #15175-L. All rights reserved. Psalm 50 is reprinted from Psalter for
Worship Year B copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. Copying of any music in this bulletin prohibited
without written permission.

WELCOME TO ALL IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
We especially welcome those who are visiting. We invite you to sign our guest
register in the narthex. Blank envelopes in the pews are for visitors.
“God’s purpose for St. Paul’s Lutheran Blue” Church is to spread the Good
News of Christ’s love for all people in the Southern Lehigh community and
beyond.” –Blue Church Mission Statement, adopted 2012

THIS DAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR: TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR
LORD
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with
three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’
baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears
the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closets friends hear the
same words naming him God’s beloved son. As believers, Paul
writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the
same God who created light in the first place has shone in our hearts
to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has
enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to
see.
ABOUT THE SCRIPTURE READINGS…..
2 KINGS 2:1-12: Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power
and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which
retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died)
and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are
legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6: The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on
the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as
God made light shine out of darkness at creation, God makes the light
of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.
MARK 9:2-9: Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview
of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from
the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest
in the beloved Son.

WE WELCOME REBECCA KAY OLESKOWITZ through the
Sacrament of Baptism into the whole Church of Jesus Christ
and the congregation of Blue Church today. Pray that the gift of
the Holy Spirit will lead her in the knowledge of the LORD, and
guide her parents, Jim and Lauren.
BLUE CHURCH PRAYS FOR…..Sick/Recovering: Anthony
Abate, Maggie Fried, George Genoe, Doris Heiserman, Marie
Miller, Shannon Silliman, Ron Stoudt
Note: This is a short-term list, for those who are in “acute care” situations—hospitalized or
in recovery, dying, facing the recent death of a loved one, or presently facing a severe life
crisis. The names of persons for whom we pray will be kept on the list for one month. If
you wish to have them placed back on the list please contact the church office.

LEADING OUR WORSHIP
CELEBRANT
The Rev. James Hammond
ORGANIST
Dr. Jennifer Dodd
GREETER
Bill Winkler
ASSISTING MINISTER
Dick Storat
LECTOR
Dick Storat
CANTOR
Gwen Gibiser
USHERS
Joyce Fulford,
Susan Clemens-Bruder
ALTAR FLOWER DELIVERY Roger & Edie Knappenberger
CHURCH COUNCIL REP
Greg Storat

TODAY:

MON.:

CONGREGATIONAL BULLETIN BOARD
9 AM Choir Rehearsal at Blue Church.
9:30 – 10:15 AM Christian Education.
10:30 AM Worship/Rebecca Kay Oleskowitz
Baptism.
7 PM Catechism at Blue Church
7 PM Church Council Meeting.

WED.:

9 AM Quilting at Blue Church.
7 PM Ash Wednesday Worship.
THURS.:
6:30 – 7:30 PM Den Meeting.
NEXT SUN.: 9 AM Choir Rehearsal.
9:30 AM – 10:15 AM Christian Education at Blue
Church.
10:30 AM Worship/1st Sunday in Lent.
7 PM Catechism at Blue Church.

C OMING EVENTS – mark your calendar!
FEB. 12, 2018 – 7 PM Church Council Meeting.
FEB. 14, 2018 – 7 PM Ash Wednesday Worship.
FEB. 18, 2018 – 7 PM Catechism Classes at Blue
Church
WEEKLY GIFTS, PRESENTED TO THE GLORY OF
GOD:
ALTAR FLOWERS…by Amy Ortwein in honor of
Rebecca’s Baptism and Lauren’s Birthday.
BULLETINS…by Mike & Paula Clark.
SANCTUARY LAMP…by Bill & Kathy Exner in honor of
Brian’s Birthday.
COMMUNION BREAD & WINE…by Mike & Paula Clark
THE CHARTS TO SPONSOR THE ALTAR FLOWERS,
BULLETINS, SANCTUARY LAMP AND THE WINE &
COMMUNION BREAD FOR 2018 ARE ON THE BULLETIN
BOARDS IN THE NARTHEX. Simply fill in the date on the
appropriate chart that you would like to sponsor (in memory
of/in honor of, etc.) and an envelope will be sent to you prior
to that week for your payment. Altar Flowers - $25.00;
Bulletins - $15.00; Sanctuary Lamp -$4.00; Monthly
Communion Wine & Bread - $20.00.
THE COAT DRIVE IS UNDER WAY. Don’t throw out your old
coats. Blue Church is collecting gently used coats to help
those who can use them for the winter season. You can bring
in coats for drop off in the bin in the narthex.

A PRAYER OF THE DAY – God, open my heart to listen to your
beloved Son. (Mark 9:7)
A PRAYER FOR THE WEEK – Father of Jesus Christ, your glory
shines forth through our Son, with whom you are well pleased.
Gather us with all your beloved people into the glory you have
prepared for us in Jesus Christ. Amen.
DON’T FORGET TO RETURN YOUR COMMITMENT CARD
AND TIME AND TALENT SHEET BACK TO CHURCH. You
can mail it or simply drop it in the offering plate.
ELIGIBLE THRIVENT MEMBERS WHO HAVE CHOICE
DOLLARS AVAILABLE have until March 31, 2018, to direct
any remaining Choice Dollars. Help support Blue Church. Last
year Blue Church received $2,061 in charitable outreach
funding from Thrivent. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to
learn more, or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice”
after the prompt.

