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Third Sunday of Easter – April 18, 2021
PRELUDE - “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” – John G. Barr
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray…Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and
you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that
we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and LORD, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson:

Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4
1Answer

Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give
thanks for the gift of baptism
P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us
new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
P: We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the
grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like
streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with
strangers.
P: Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe
us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our
journey as we share your life.
P: Make us one, risen Christ. Cleans our hearts. Shower us with
life.
P: To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Hymn #377

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”

Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and
hear my prayer.
2"You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?"
3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me when I call.
4Tremble, then, and do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5Offer the appointed sacrifices,
and put your trust in the LORD.
6Many are saying, "Who will show us any good?"
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.
7You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound.
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.

Second Lesson:

1 John 3:1-7

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Holy Gospel:

Luke 24:36b-48

The Gospel of the LORD.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
Hymn #579 “Lord, You Give the Great Commission

Nicene Creed

Prayer

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one LORD, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the LORD, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen

Let us pray…Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put
gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send
us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all
people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers

Response: Your mercy in great.

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion
BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Benediction
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love
the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn #389 “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE – “Thine is the Glory” – Mark Hayes
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WELCOME TO ALL IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
We especially welcome those who are visiting. We invite you to sign our guest
register in the narthex. Blank envelopes in the pews are for visitors.
“God’s purpose for St. Paul’s Lutheran Blue” Church is to spread the Good
News of Christ’s love for all people in the Southern Lehigh community and
beyond.” –Blue Church Mission Statement, adopted 2012
THE DAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR….THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen
Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the
meal we share each Lord’s day. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the
disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and
resurrection through the scriptures: the two main elements of our Sunday
worship.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURE READINGS…..
ACTS 3:12-19: After healing a crippled man unable to walk, Peter
preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have been
fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and
resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.
1 JOHN 3:1-7: God has loved us in order to make us children of God.
Though we do not yet know the full details of our future existence, we trust
that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.
LUKE 24:36b-48: In this account of an appearance after his
resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him as
Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

PRAYER FOR 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER: When Christ is revealed,
we shall be like him. (See 1 John 3:2)
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: Lord of peace, you open the hearts of
your disciples to understand the scriptures. Reveal yourself to us in
your word so that we may know your love and mercy. Amen.

BLUE CHURCH PRAYS FOR…Cliff Benner, Sandra Denora,
Bill Exner, Dr. Roger Fischer, Ann Greensweig, Mickie Hill,
Walt Lehr, Ken Ortwein, Candace Robinson, Jerry Smith, Sue
Storat, Daron, Stephen, Anna.
Other concerns:
Note: This is a short-term list, for those who are in “acute care” situations—
hospitalized or in recovery, dying, facing the recent death of a loved one, or
presently facing a severe life crisis. The names of those for whom we pray
will be kept on the list for one month. If you wish to have them placed back
on the list please contact the church office.

LEADING OUR WORSHIP
CELEBRANT
ORGANIST
ASSISTING MINISTER
LECTOR
GREETERS
CHURCH COUNCIL REP

The Rev. James Hammond
Dr. Jennifer Dodd
Amy Ortwein
Amy Ortwein
John & Marcy Sumoski
Marcy Sumoski

WEEKLY GIFTS, PRESENTED TO THE GLORY OF GOD:
BULLETINS…by Roger & Edie Knappenberger in memory of
Hattie E. Smith.
SANCTUARY LAMP…by Bill & Kathy Exner in memory of
Loved Ones.
COMMUNION WINE & BREAD…by Ron & Carol Stoudt

LOOKING AHEAD
SUN. APRIL 25 – 10:30 AM WORSHIP 4th Sunday of
Easter.
BETTY LOU’S PANTRY is looking for two volunteers to pick up
the bread from Giant and Fresh Market on the two Saturdays of
the month. We currently have two couples who pick up the
bread, one does one day, the other does the other day. The one
couple will be moving out of the area and suggested a
replacement will be needed. They go to Giant at 8:00 and bring
that to the pantry and then go to Fresh Market. Total time is
around an hour. No super heavy lifting. If you can help contact
Debbie Stover at 484-437-3831. Thank you.
SPONSOR CHARTS…There are still many open dates on the
charts to sponsor the weekly gifts to the church – Bulletins,
Sanctuary Lamp Candle, Wine & Bread, etc. Your sponsorship
helps defray the costs of these items. Simply sign the chart and
a payment envelope will be sent to you the week of your
sponsorship.
If you have an email address, please notify the church office
so it can be added to the group list and you can be included
when church information is sent out.
BLUE CHURCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY
MARCH
YEAR TO DATE
RECEIPTS
$ 7,142.00
$40,148.85
EXPENSES
$11,711.13
$37,207.72
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) $ (4,569.13)
$ 2,941.13
ENDOWMENT FUND WITHDRAWN TO COVER EXPENSES
$0
$0
EMDOWMENT FUND INTEREST/REFUND $0

LESSONS
Acts 3:12-19 – 1st Lesson
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people,
‘You Israelites,* why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own
power or piety we had made him walk? 13The
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified
his servant* Jesus, whom you handed over and
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had
decided to release him. 14But you rejected the
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a
murderer given to you, 15and you killed the
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.
To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his
name, his name itself has made this man strong,
whom you see and know; and the faith that is
through Jesus* has given him this perfect health
in the presence of all of you.
12

17 ‘And now, friends,* I know that you acted in
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, that his Messiah* would
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so
that your sins may be wiped out.

1 John 3:1-7 – 2nd Lesson
31See what love the Father has given us, that we should
be called children of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what
we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know
is this: when he* is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin
is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him
or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he
is righteous.

Luke 24:36b-48 - Gospel
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with
you.’* 37They were startled and terrified, and thought
that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, ‘Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40And when he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet.* 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to
eat?’ 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he
took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said
to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah* is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses* of these things.

St. Paul’s Lutheran “Blue” Church
Prayers  Third Sunday of Easter 
April 18, 2021

A: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy
Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to
hear us and answer in steadfast love, responding,
“Your mercy is great.”
A brief silence
A: Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled
with questions and wondering. Open our hearts and
minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the
church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the
name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.
“Your mercy is great.”
A: Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned
the universe out of your love and delight. Heal your
creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the
inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home.
Hear us, O God.
“Your mercy is great.”

A: God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your
righteousness. Many call on you for guidance and
strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and
give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local
leaders of people. Hear us, O God.
“Your mercy is great.”
A: Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and
answer them in their distress. Grant to those who are sick
and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to
health and wholeness. Be close to the hearts of the lonely.
Today we pray especially for: Clifford, Sandra, Bill, Roger,
Ann, Mickie, Walt, Ken, Candace, Jerry, Sue, Daron,
Stephen, Anna, and everyone who has asked for our
prayers or known only to the Lord. Hear us, O God.
“Your mercy is great.”
A: Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we
should be called the children of God. Reveal yourself to us
so that we in Blue Church will become more and more like
you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God.
“Your mercy is great.
A: God of all times and ages, those who have died in you
now see you as you are. We thank you for their lives
among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised,
that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God.
“Your mercy is great.”
Pastor: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our
prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

